Fla. City Plans Homeless-Only Village
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A controversial proposal in Daytona Beach, Fla., would create a special village to house
hundreds of the county's homeless people, Local 6 News has learned.

Volusia County Council members are expected to consider a plan to build the Tiger Bay
Village and treatment facility for the area's 2,500 homeless community.

"Although it is only in its exploratory stages, developers for the Tiger Bay Village say it
is invaluable,” Local 6's Tarik Minor said.

Developer Michael Arth is proposing to build a 5,600-bed community on a 125-acre lot
of rural land.

The village will provide shelter, psychiatric help and the support of neighbors.

"This is for the people who can't work and can't integrate themselves into society," Arth
said. "The answer is not to build a Hooverville of tents and trailers but to make these
buildings attractive enough so that if you or | would went there, we would say, 'Wow, I'd
live there.™

Critics worry that the Tiger Bay Village will only promote homelessness and that the
population will relocate to rural areas.

Arth said homeless people are costing taxpayers millions of dollars every year.
He said building a village is better than putting Band-Aids on the problem.

"I would go to the village to get out of the weather and the cold," homeless man Daniel
Hector said.



