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Energy Star® Initiative

What is Energy Star?

Energy Star is a government-backed program helping businesses and individuals protect the environment through superior energy efficiency.

Does your project use Energy Star Appliances?

The Department of Housing and Urban Development has adopted a wide-ranging energy action plan for improving energy efficiency in all program areas.
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As a first step in implementing the energy plan, HUD, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the Department of Energy (DOE) have signed a partnership to promote energy efficiency in HUD’s affordable housing programs, including public housing, HUD insured housing, and housing financed through HUD formula and competitive programs.

The purpose of the Energy Star partnership is to promote energy-efficient affordable housing stock while protecting the environment. Applicants constructing, rehabilitating, or maintaining housing or community facilities are encouraged to promote energy efficiency in design and operations. They are urged especially to purchase and use products that display the Energy Star label.

Applicants providing housing assistance or counseling services are encouraged to promote Energy Star materials and practices, as well as buildings constructed to Energy Star standards, to both homebuyers and renters. 

Applicants are encouraged to undertake program activities that include developing Energy Star promotional and information materials, providing outreach to low- and moderate-income renters and buyers on the benefits and savings when using Energy Star products and appliances, utilizing Energy Star-designated products in the construction or rehabilitation of housing units, and replacing worn products or facilities such as light bulbs, water heaters, furnaces, etc., with Energy Star products to reduce operating costs. 

Communities and developers are encouraged to promote the designation of community buildings and homes as Energy Star compliant.

History of Energy Star

In 1992, the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) introduced Energy Star as a voluntary labeling program designed to identify and promote energy-efficient products to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Computers and monitors were the first labeled products. Through 1995, EPA expanded the label to additional office equipment products and residential heating and cooling equipment. In 1996, EPA partnered with the US Department of Energy for particular product categories. The Energy Star label is now on major appliances, office equipment, lighting, home electronics, and more. EPA has also extended the label to cover new homes and commercial and industrial buildings.

Through its partnerships with more than 8,000 private and public sector organizations, Energy Star delivers the technical information and tools that organizations and consumers need to choose energy-efficient solutions and best management practices. Energy Star has successfully delivered energy and cost savings across the country, saving businesses, organizations, and consumers about $10 billion in 2004 alone. Over the past decade, Energy Star has been a driving force behind the more widespread use of such technological innovations as LED traffic lights, efficient fluorescent lighting, power management systems for office equipment, and low standby energy use.

Recently, energy prices have become a hot news topic and a major concern for consumers. Energy Star provides solutions. Energy Star provides a trustworthy label on over 40 product categories (and thousands of models) for the home and office. These products deliver the same or better performance as comparable models while using less energy and saving money. Energy Star also provides easy-to-use home and building assessment tools so that homeowners and building managers can start down the path to greater efficiency and cost savings. 

For further information about Energy Star, call (888) 782–7937or (888) 588–9920 (TTY) or visit these websites:

http://www.energystar.gov 
Very comprehensive technical stuff in plain English: http://www.buildingscience.com/
