CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS DEFINITION
Excerpt from “Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: A Supplement to the 2010 Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance NOFA and Application”

Accessed at: http://www.hudhre.info/documents/FY2010CoCNOFA_QAs.pdf 

6. Who does HUD consider to be chronically homeless? 
A person who is “chronically homeless” is an unaccompanied homeless individual with a disabling condition, or a family with at least one adult member who has a disabling condition, who has either been continuously homeless for a year or more OR has had at least four (4) episodes of homelessness in the past three (3) years.” An episode of homelessness is a separate, distinct, and sustained stay in a place not meant for human habitation, on the streets in an emergency homeless shelter and/or in a HUD-defined Safe Haven. A chronically homeless person must be disabled during each episode. A disabling condition is defined as “a diagnosable substance use disorder, serious mental illness, developmental disability, or chronic physical illness or disability, including the co-occurrence of two or more of these conditions.” A disabling condition limits an individual’s ability to work or perform one or more activities of daily living. 

7. The definition of a chronically homeless person indicates that the person or the family must have been continuously homeless for a year or more or has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years. If the person or family has had four episodes of homelessness in the last three years but is currently in transitional housing, does the person or family meet the definition of chronically homeless? 
No. To be defined as chronically homeless, a person or family must be living on the street, in an emergency shelter, or in a HUD-defined Safe Haven at the time of the count or eligibility determination. The definition does not include those currently in transitional housing. 

8. What specific documentation is required to substantiate a homeless person’s disability for any permanent housing project? 
The grantee or project sponsor must have written verification from a state-licensed qualified source that the person has such a disability. Qualified sources include medical service providers, certified substance abuse counselors, physicians or treating health care provider. A disability check from the Social Security Administration may also serve as documentation of a disabling condition.
